
Royal Danish Embassy Tokyo, March 17th

WORKSHOP fOR: 
JAPANESE AGRICULTURAL 
JOURNALISTS



Agenda

 Introduction by Jesper Vibe-Hansen, Agricultural 
Counsellor and Miho Matsumoto, Sen. Commercial 
Officer

 Welcome remarks by Ambassador Peter Taksøe-Jensen

 Overall introduction to Denmark, agriculture and food
production.

 Current topics of interest to Danish farmers
 Green transition, War in Ukraine, other threats

 Agricultural education

 Gender equality and the role of women in farming
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Welcome Remarks

By Ambassador
Peter Taksøe-Jensen
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Overall introduction to Denmark, agriculture
and food production
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Text slide with bulleted

Use the ' Increase / Decrease indentation ' 

to switch between the different text levels

Denmark – A Very Small Country but a 
”Superpower” in Food & Agriculture

- Denmark land size: 42,933 km2              
Population:  5,7  million

- Japan land size:  337,975 km2  
Population                       126,3  million

- Temperate climate ( average temperatures 
between 1,5-17,2 degrees celcius)

- Geography: No mountains

- Land which is very useful for agricultural
production

- Member of the European Union (EU)



Text slide with bulleted

Use the ' Increase / Decrease indentation ' 

to switch between the different text levels

Production Base 

 2.64 million hectares = 61 % of the total land area of 
Denmark

 33,148 farms 
 66,000 are employed in agriculture and horticulture
 The sector represents about 23% of total Danish exports
 Two thirds of our agricultural production is exported



Text slide with bulleted

Use the ' Increase / Decrease indentation ' 

to switch between the different text levels

History - how it all began - the basis of 
our success

- The emergence agricultural cooperatives

- The first coop dairy was established June of 
1882   

- Equal payment to all members
- One member, One vote (irrespective of 

size)
- Musketeer oath/Solidarity – ”One for all 

and all for one” 

- Still today the agricultural cooperatives are
dominating.

- Cooperative movement the not so secret
reason for success



Tekstslide med punktopstilling

Brug knapperne ‘Forøge / Formindske 
indryk’ for at skifte mellem

de forskellige tekst niveauer Danish Agriculture & Food Council

 Established 1919 as Danish 
Agriculture Council

 Represents the entire value chain
(farmers, processors, ingredients, 
technology providers)

 Offices in Copenhagen, Brussels, 
Tokyo and Shanghai

 Tokyo office established in 1967



Text slide with bulleted

Use the ' Increase / Decrease indentation ' 

to switch between the different text levels

Major Agricultural Cooperatives in Denmark



Text slide with bulleted

Use the ' Increase / Decrease indentation ' 

to switch between the different text levels

Denmarks Largest Agricultural 
Cooperatives Today



Text slide with bulleted

Use the ' Increase / Decrease indentation ' 

to switch between the different text levels

The value chain in the agriculture and food 
cluster

Processing

Genetics

Agro

Primary

Machines & housing 
units

Bioenergy Processing equipment Ingredients 
& enzymes

Slaughterhouses Dairies Feed, seeds 
& fertilizers

Food Service Processed 
products

Animals for slaughter Milk Crops Poultry Eggs, horticulture 
& aquaculture etc.



Text slide with bulleted

Use the ' Increase / Decrease indentation ' 

to switch between the different text levels

 With 189,000 people employed in agriculture 
and related industries the Danish food cluster is 
the largest competency cluster in Denmark 
(2019). 50,000 are employed in affiliated 
industries.

 Annual exports total EUR 22 billion. 

 Two-thirds of production is exported.

 The food cluster’s exports account for 23% of the 
total export of goods from Denmark.

 Pork, fish and shellfish, dairy products and mink
fur represent more than half the export value 
from the food cluster.

The Danish food cluster 2020



Production value of agriculture and gross domestic 
product at factor cost, mio. kr. 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Total grain 10.821 10.984 9.837 10.892 9.958 11.312 10.709

Legumes for maturity 47 71 72 116 139 129 169

Industry seeds 1.776 2.149 1.357 2.038 1.315 1.987 1.584

Seeds for sowing 930 846 823 1.135 1.325 1.479 1.238

Sugar beets 959 476 575 506 368 430 540

Potatos 1.340 1.362 1.432 1.524 1.657 1.760 2.023

Fodder turnips, weeds ect. 4.748 4.421 4.984 5.237 5.220 5.831 6.670

Fruit and vegetables 5.221 5.443 5.553 5.697 5.667 5.524 5.523

Straw for firing 620 572 612 713 658 803 590

Production value for plant production 26.462 26.324 25.245 27.858 26.307 29.255 29.046

Milk 15.435 12.747 12.633 16.180 16.041 15.628 16.071

Beef and veal 2.997 2.983 2.954 3.109 3.261 3.104 2.845

Pork 22.571 20.189 22.153 24.163 20.624 25.321 27.712

Poultry 1.785 1.721 1.848 1.729 1.822 00.00 1.968

Eggs 722 768 806 852 885 888 914

Furred animal 6.784 4.041 4.342 3.753 3.823 2.579 1.872

Other 345 357 307 377 379 346 387

Production value for livestock production 50.639 41.806 45.043 50.163 46.835 49.892 51.769

Service 4.780 5.741 5.600 5.321 5.188 4.977 4.977

Stock and livestock shifts -7 -28 -837 397 386 -461 55

Total production value 81.874 74.843 75.051 87.739 78.716 83.663 85.847

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION IN MILLION DKK 
1000 JPY Yen = 60 DKK 



Text slide with bulleted

Use the ' Increase / Decrease indentation ' 

to switch between the different text levels

Farms and cooperatives –
MASSIVE structural development

1939 1964 1992 2009 2017 2018 2019 2020

Total no. of farms 210,000 175,000 75,000 47,384 34,731 34,114 33,607 33,148

Cooperative dairies 1.399 904 23 11 9 8 8 7

Cooperative Pig 
slaughterhouses 61 62 5 2 1 1 1 1



Text slide with bulleted

Use the ' Increase / Decrease indentation ' 

to switch between the different text levels

Source: DAFC based on Statistics Denmark

1.000 farms

There will be fewer, but larger, full-time farms in Denmark

The structural development has since the 1970s resulted in a yearly average decrease of 4.7 per cent in the number 
of full-time farms. 
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Text slide with bulleted

Use the ' Increase / Decrease indentation ' 

to switch between the different text levels

In Denmark, a milk cow produced an average of 10,132 kg of milk per year in 2020

Kilde: DAFC

Milk yield per dairy cow, kilograms

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
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Since 1995, the milk yield has increased by 46 percent 

+46%



Text slide with bulleted

Use the ' Increase / Decrease indentation ' 

to switch between the different text levels

On average a Danish pig produces 33 piglets per year

Average number of piglets per sow per year

The annual number of piglets per sow per year has 
risen by 52 percent since 1995

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
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Use the ' Increase / Decrease indentation ' to switch 

The Danish food EXPORTS in the global market 
(2020 in billion US$)

16.1
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Source: Statistics Denmark



Text slide with bulleted

Use the ' Increase / Decrease indentation ' 

to switch between the different text levels

The Danish food cluster exports 2020

Products, € billion

Source: Statistics Denmark.
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Text slide with bulleted

Use the ' Increase / Decrease indentation ' 

to switch between the different text levels

Export of food 2020

€ million 
Piglets and pork meat 4.517
Fish and shellfish 2.855
Dairy products 3.426
Biscuits, bread and bakery products 766
Processed foods 761
Beverages 988
Beef 356
Sugar and confectionary 363
Poultry 455
Vegetables 452
Oils and fats 445
Grain 212
Fruit and nuts 281
Coffee and spices 382
Eggs 75
Other foods 70
Total 16.426



Current Topics of interest to danish farmers, 
Sustainability, Disruptions etc.

21

1.Green transition and 
sustainability

2. War in Ukraine
3. Labour shortages and 
ageing farmers
4. Threat of diseases
5. Government intervention



GREEN TRANSITION AND Sustainability
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DANISH CLIMATE LAW AND GREEN AGREEMENT 2021

 Agriculture a considerable contributor of Co2 
emissions

 Overall target is a reduction of Co2 emissions 
by 70% in 2030 (8 million tons of Co2e)

 Binding targets for the sector of 55-65% by 
2030 

 New reductions of 10,800 tons of Nitrogen
 Restoration of peatlands (total of 88,500 

hectares – eventually 100,000 hectares)
 Investment in climate technology
 DK to be world leader in plant based foods.
 EU’s CAP

26

Read more:  www.fvm.dk/focus-on/the-agreement-on-a-green-transition-of-the-agricultural-
sector/

http://www.fvm.dk/focus-on/the-agreement-on-a-green-transition-of-the-agricultural-sector/


Tekstslide med punktopstilling

Brug knapperne ‘Forøge / Formindske 
indryk’ for at skifte mellem

de forskellige tekst niveauer Sustainability

 The agri-food sector in Denmark aims to be climate neutral by 2050
 Our traditional stronghold is animal production, which is ressource 

intensive
 Framework conditions in Denmark has driven us to improve ressource 

efficiency
 Total production has increased approx. 30% since 1990
 Emissions of greenhouse gases have been reduced by approx. 18% 

since 1990
 The Danish model includes safe, sustainable recycling of animal waste

as fertilizer
 The next drive is for development of climate neutral food products



Tekstslide med punktopstilling

Brug knapperne ‘Forøge / Formindske 
indryk’ for at skifte mellem

de forskellige tekst niveauer
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Tekstslide med punktopstilling

Brug knapperne ‘Forøge / Formindske 
indryk’ for at skifte mellem

de forskellige tekst niveauer
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Tekstslide med punktopstilling

Brug knapperne ‘Forøge / Formindske 
indryk’ for at skifte mellem

de forskellige tekst niveauer
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Tekstslide med punktopstilling

Brug knapperne ‘Forøge / Formindske 
indryk’ for at skifte mellem

de forskellige tekst niveauer
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Text slide with bulleted

Use the ' Increase / Decrease indentation ' 

to switch between the different text levels

Source: DAFC based on Statistics Denmark.

The amount of pesticides was 53 percent lower 
in 2019 than in 2010

PBI-index
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Text slide with bulleted

Use the ' Increase / Decrease indentation ' 

to switch between the different text levels
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Consumption of antibiotics, mg per produced kg. of bio-mass, 2018

Consumption of antibiotics in Danish 
agriculture production is among the lowest in 
the EU

Source: ECDC (European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control), EFSA (European Food Safety Authority) and EMA (European Medicines Agency). European Surveillance of Veterinary Antimicrobial Consumption 2018



Climate neutral 

meat by 2050
Net zero in Scope 1, 2 & 3 

Danish Crown Sustainability

Targets and results at a glance
Animal welfare

By 2022, we aim to upgrade to 

Tier 1 from Tier 2 in the Business Benchmark for 

Farm Animal Welfare (BBFAW).

Responsible soy

100% responsibly produced soy used for 

feed at Danish suppliers of slaughter animals 

by 2025. Meanwhile, we only buy RTRS 

certified soy.

Carbon neutrality

Three carbon-neutral production sites in 

Haarlem, the Netherlands and in Holsted

and Horsens, Denmark by 2022.

Food waste

50% reduction in food waste by 2030, 

commitment to Denmark against Food Waste.  

Water

40% reduction of water consumption at 

our production sites per kilo meat by 

2030 (relatively to 2019/2020).

Climate Track

100% of our Danish suppliers of pigs and producers of 

‘Dansk Kalv’ have joined the Climate Track. By 2024, our 

suppliers from Poland, Germany and Sweden will be a part 

of the Climate Track.

100% 40%

30%
Today, we have reduced our 

carbon footprint by 30% per 

kilo Danish pork since 2005.

Progress

50%
We will reduce the carbon 

footprint by 50% in 2030 

(relative to 2005).

Target Vision



Text slide with bulleted

Use the ' Increase / Decrease indentation ' 

to switch between the different text levels

Turnover of organic goods in the retail 
sector

Source: Statistics Denmark
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Main Food labels in Denmark 
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DISRUPTIONs: War in Ukraine and implications
for Denmark and the eu

 More than 6,000 Ukrainian nationals are employed in the agri-food sector, 
mainly in primary production

 Food processing companies are preparing to reduce dependency on 
imported natural gas

 Danish farmers produce 79% of feed locally, and will be relatively less
impacted by global price hikes or supply chain disruptions

 The imported feed is mainly protein (e.g. soy), which we are actively
working to replace with domestic crops
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ImPlications of the war in ukraine

 Ukraine and Russia are major 
suppliers of barley, wheat, 
maize, rapeseed, som soy but 
especially sunfloweroil.

 Denmark is in a fairly OK 
position, other EU countries
and especially Africa is not.

 Seek to import from North and 
South America (GMO issue)

 Fertilizer prices have tripled 
since the crisis startet

38
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Fertilizers
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Prices (FAO FOOD PRICE INDEX – FFPI)
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Energy



Other disruptions and threats

 Covid-19

 Diseases (especially AI and ASF)

 Labour shortages

 Tightening of rules and regulation
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OFFICIAL Dietary
recommendations

44

Eat more vegetables and fruits
Eat food with grains
Eat less meat – choose more legumes, 

fruits and fish
Quensh your thirst in water

Choose plant oils and lean dairy products
Eat less of the sweet, salty and fatty
Enjoy a plant rich and varied diet and not 

too much



Agricultural education in Denmark
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How to become a farmer in 

Denmark? 
- Qualifications: Completed primary school with a 

certail grade level

- Schools: Attend agricultural colleage (see map) 

- Duration 2 Years and 4 months – 5 years and 11 
months

Level 1: Agricultural Assistant
Level 2: Farmer specialized in animal
husbandry or plant based farming
Level 3: Farm production manager
Level 4: Agronomist

- Content: A mix between being in the colleage and 
working at a farm  

- Grant during education: State Educational Grant 
(About ¥105000 per month (pre-tax)

- Economy if employed during education: Year 1: 
¥205000 month (pre-tax) – ¥325000 month (pre-tax)



Text slide with bulleted

Use the ' Increase / Decrease indentation ' 

to switch between the different text levels

Source: DAFC based on the Danish Ministry of Education 

Trained students in agricultual colleges

The number of students in general agricultural 
colleges has dropped
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Tekstslide med punktopstilling

Brug knapperne ‘Forøge / Formindske 
indryk’ for at skifte mellem

de forskellige tekst niveauer Cooperation with Japan on agricultural
education

 Started in 1923 with two young farmers sent to Hokkaido to establish
model farms

 Danish agricultural colleges cooperate with Japan Agriculture Exchange 
Council

 DAFC also organizes traineeships for Japanese students on Danish farms
 During the lockdown in 2021, Dalum Agriculture College organized an 

online training programme for female Japanese students of agriculture
 Japan-Denmark Strategic Partnership Agreements emphasises

knowledge exchange in sustainable agriculture and food production



WOMEN IN AGRICULTURE AND Gender equality
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Tekstslide med punktopstilling

Brug knapperne ‘Forøge / Formindske 
indryk’ for at skifte mellem

de forskellige tekst niveauer Gender equality in Danish agriculture

 The majority of Danish farms are family owned
 81% of agricultural land is owned by men, 5% by women, the rest by 

companies
 Most of the farms owned by women are relatively small
 One third of students enrolling in agricultural colleges are female
 Major food such as Danish Crown and Arla  companies strive for gender

equality on all levels
 The two most recent CEOs in DAFC are female
 6 out of 14 Danish ministers for Food and Agriculture have been female
 Video clip: https://youtu.be/tdSRZlT8Dv8?t=67

https://youtu.be/tdSRZlT8Dv8?t=67


THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION
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